A Prayer for Transition
Heavenly Father, we come to you with joy and thanksgiving for the new relationship
beginning between the Rev. Dr. Jim King and our church.
We are grateful that you have guided us to Jim and we pray that the whole church
family shares our excitement in calling him to be our next Head of Staff.
We ask that you be with all of us as we build our new relationship with Jim, his wife,
Pauline, and their children, Libby and Drew, and they with us.

THE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE OF

SALISBURY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE

Beginnings are special times, both exciting and challenging. Jim and his family have
accepted that challenge, to leave behind what’s old and familiar, so that Jim might
continue his life’s mission with us, a beginning that is so new and different.
We can only imagine what the future will bring, but with your help and guidance, we
expect it will be a bright one; and that under Jim’s leadership Salisbury Presbyterian
Church will bloom and we will grow in our ability to share the love of Christ with the
world.
Help us, as a community of believers, to do all that we can to make Jim and his
family’s transition to our church a smooth one, full of grace and joy and love.
You have brought us this far, dear Lord. We ask
for your continued presence, and that you open
our hearts and minds to follow your guidance as
we embark on this journey together. Help us see
the promise in this time of new beginnings and
comfort us all with the knowledge that this was
your plan all along.
All of this we pray through our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
Amen

THE REVEREND DOCTOR JAMES C. KING
CANDIDATE FOR PASTOR—HEAD OF STAFF

FROM THE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
We are excited and honored to nominate the Rev. Dr. James C. King as the next pastor of our
church family. We began our search by meeting with Presbytery and church leaders, gathering
data, and creating the Ministry Information Form. We then had the privilege of evaluating over
120 Pastor Information Forms. We also researched church websites and other online resources,
listened to countless sermons, spoke with many remarkable pastors across the nation, checked
references, and traveled to observe worship services in person. Throughout this yearlong journey of discernment, we are absolutely convinced the Holy Spirit has been navigating us toward
God’s choice for the next pastor of Salisbury Presbyterian Church. It is the unanimous decision
of the Pastor Nominating Committee that we believe God is calling the Rev. Dr. King to our
church.

What Others Say About Jim
“My own children love
him and call him Rev”

Jim’s Christ-centered approach to ministry and life, his depth of faith, and his experience and
dedicated service to his congregations as well as to the PC(USA) are what initially drew us to
him. As we learned more about him through many conversations on the phone and in person,
we have been impressed by the way he seeks to live out the Fruits of the Spirit in everything he
does. We have truly enjoyed getting to know Jim and are confident that his knowledge of Scripture, ability to clearly convey the Gospel to all ages, genuine love for those he serves, heart for
congregational care, strategic vision for the church, collaborative and supportive leadership
style, and willingness to lead by example will serve Salisbury Presbyterian Church extremely
well as we move forward and grow. Jim is supported and encouraged in his ministry by his actively involved wife, Pauline, and their children, Libby and Drew.
With continued guidance from the Holy Spirit, Jim’s wisdom and leadership, our staff’s steadfast faith and knowledge, and our family of dedicated disciples, the future of Salisbury Presbyterian Church is bright indeed. We are incredibly grateful for God’s tangible presence in our
midst and for your faithful prayers
throughout this process. It has truly
been our profound joy, honor and privilege to represent you on this journey.
Given our dedication over the past year
as well as our strong conviction of God’s
calling Jim to our church, we are prepared to continue our service in a support role during Jim’s first year. This
experience has greatly deepened our
personal faith and reaffirmed our hope
and excitement for the future of Salisbury Presbyterian Church.
Your Servants in Christ

Ella Johnson, Slim Nance, Paul Piotrowski, Beth Heavrin,
Richard Smith, Barbara Espigh, Gene Lepley

“a true shepherd”

“Pastor with a
Shepherd’s heart”

“Bible focused and
Christ centered”

A WORD FROM JIM

STATEMENT OF FAITH
There is one True and Living God, creator of all things. God consists of three persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are of the same essence.
Humanity has been separated from God by disobedience; not created to be separated
from God, the Lord made a covenant of redemption, first entered into with Adam and
Eve, then with Noah, and again with Abraham and Sarah. Fulfillment of this covenant
came in an act of divine mercy, when the Father sent the Son to bridge this separation. The Son humbly became a man, Jesus Christ, who was fully God and fully human and is without sin. He lived and then submitted to torture and death by crucifixion. The Son conquered death and rose after three days of entombment. Through His
life, death, and resurrection individuals have the opportunity to enter into relationship with God. While on earth the Son taught what it means to love God with all your
heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus taught that there is only one way to have one’s sins forgiven and enter into a
relationship with God: through a spiritual rebirth entered into by personal confession
of sin and acceptance of God’s mercy all prompted by God’s leading. All Scripture is
from God and is the guide to how believers should live, it should be interpreted in
light of Christ, the whole of Scripture, and the original audience.
There is one holy church, made up of all who confess that Jesus is Lord and believe
that God raised Him from the dead, transcending denominational, ethnic, and cultural lines. Its mission is to proclaim God’s glory and work of redemption to the world by
introducing all to the person of Jesus. It is also to be a body of fellowship for believers
and to care for those who are in need.
All believers are called to proclaim what the Lord has done in their lives. Though
some are chosen to be ministers of the Word and Sacrament, all believers are to seek
and do ministry.
Jesus instituted two sacraments as physical symbols and seals of the believer’s relationship with God. Baptism is the physical symbol and seal of the believer’s cleansing
from sin, dying with Christ, rising with Him into new life, and uniting with the Bride
of Christ. Baptism is open to all who profess their faith in Jesus, and to their children
as a sign of joining the community of faith. Communion is open to all who confess
their Christian faith; it is a celebration of the reconciliation of believers with God and
with one another.
Upon Jesus’ ascension the Holy Spirit was given to Christians, as their guide and sustainer, and is the person in the Godhead present among believers. It is the Holy Spirit
who grants believers wisdom and comfort.
I believe in the resurrection of the dead and that Christ is returning to take all believers to establish the new Heaven and the new Earth. Believers are not to know or try to
estimate the time of Christ’s return; We are called simply to be ready for it.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is an honor and privilege to be nominated to be your next pastor. I have felt a clear
sense of call to you and this position, which has been a tremendous encouragement to
me as I prepare to join you in ministry. The more I learn of your congregation the
more excited I am about what God has in store for us.
I look forward to working with the wonderful staff I’ve been hearing such good things
about. Working with the elders and the deacons and other leadership will help us to be
the body of believers God is calling us to be.
Be assured, God has been working in my life to prepare me to be your pastor. As we
begin our journey together I want to share something about one of my favorite doctrines, God’s prevenience. This doctrine describes the truth that God’s work began
long before we were aware of His working. It speaks to the reality that we enter into the
midst of God’s work. As I arrive, God has been working in the Salisbury church for over
five decades. I am confident that God will continue to be in our work together in worship, learning, service, fellowship, caring, and mission.
In Acts 11:23-24 Luke writes about Barnabas’ arrival at the church in Antioch:
As soon as he arrived, he saw that God was behind and in it all. He threw himself in
with them, got behind them, urging them to stay with it the rest of their lives. He was
a good man that way, enthusiastic and confident in
the Holy Spirit’s ways. The community grew large
and strong in the Master. (The Message)
This is what I desire to do, to jump in and come alongside you in our Christian work and walk; help discern
God’s leading in the church’s direction; be an encourager like Barnabas, and provide spiritual leadership
while we grow closer to God and to each other.
Please be praying for my family and me in the coming
weeks and months and we will be praying for you.
To God Be The Glory.

Jim

Jim King and Family
Jim was born in Toronto, Canada and raised in Walnut Creek, California. He grew up
enjoying participating in family activities and was drawn to athletics. Learning to
play tennis at an early age, he played competitively at the junior level, in high school
and at Westmount College, in Santa Barbara, California, where he graduated in 1984
with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics.
Through the feedback of others, Jim realized that God had given him a gift, the ability
to communicate the essential aspects of Christianity in ways easily understood by
others. As Campus Life Club Director with East Bay Youth for Christ in Concord, CA
and Youth Director at Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, Jim continued to develop
this gift. In 1988 he enrolled at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA and graduated in 1992.
Jim’s first call was serving as Associate Pastor of Youth Ministry at
the First Presbyterian Church in
Moorestown, New Jersey. As both
Jim and the church grew he transitioned to Associate Pastor for
Family Life.
While in Moorestown, Jim met his
wife, Pauline; and it was where
both of their children, Libby and
Drew, were born. Jim considers
Pauline his greatest asset, biggest
advocate and toughest critic. She
helps Jim keep things in proper
perspective. She has a wealth of
ministry experiences and has used
them faithfully wherever they have
served. Jim and his family were
embraced by the congregation at
Moorestown; however, after eight
wonderful years there, Jim and
Pauline sensed that God was calling them elsewhere.

Jim accepted a call as Pastor and Head of Staff at the First Presbyterian Church in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania in February of 2001. Lewisburg is a college town (Bucknell
University) of 5000. Jim arrived in Lewisburg with the purpose of leading the congregation of ambitious professionals and hard-working families to a deeper understanding and commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ. During his 16 years in Lewisburg, Jim
experienced an amazing period of ministry, growth, and development, both spiritually and professionally. The congregation there was very appreciative and responsive to
Jim’s preaching and teaching gifts.
Currently, Libby, is a junior at the University of Richmond and Drew, a senior at
Lewisburg High School. Libby, who is just finishing up a semester abroad in Edinburgh, Scotland, is driven, enthusiastic, and a leader on campus. Drew is somewhat
more reserved until you get to know him, as he keeps everyone laughing with his
great sense of humor. He is an outstanding tennis player and also plays the trumpet.
Jim has a contagious enthusiasm that reflects his
love for God and a love for life. Faithful parents,
Christian camps, Christian college, faithful mentors, and positions with congregations seeking to
deepen their relationships with Jesus, have all
grown and prepared Jim for his next call, Salisbury Presbyterian Church.
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