
 
 

SPC Young Organist Program 
 

Purpose: To educate, inspire, and encourage the next generation of church organists  

Open to: Students ages 12-22 who have had at least two years of piano study, including basic music 
reading ability and proficiency playing with both hands independently  

The SPC Organ Scholar (the student) is expected to: 
• Practice regularly and be prepared and on-time for lessons each week 
• Participate in Music Academy recitals and other performance opportunities 
• Attend church services where the organ is the primary instrument at least 3-4 times per semester  
• Have reliable transportation to the weekly lesson on Monday afternoons and 2 weekly onsite organ 

practice sessions 
• Have access to a piano or full-size keyboard with weighted keys at home for daily practice 

 
The Music Academy at Salisbury Presbyterian Church will provide: 

• Full scholarship covering all lesson fees, books/music, and organ shoes 
• Weekly practice time on the Salisbury organ 
• Opportunities to play the organ in the worship service when the student is ready and the worship 

calendar allows 
• Recital opportunities each year 

 
Faculty: 

Cathy Armistead has served the Richmond area as a church musician for 55 years and is 
delighted to share her passion for the pipe organ by teaching our organ scholars. Mrs. Armistead has 
three degrees in music, including a Masters in Organ Performance from VCU, Richmond. She won and 
placed in state, regional and national competitions, and has concertized throughout the states of Virginia 
and North Carolina. Mrs. Armistead has also led workshops on hymnody, service playing, and practice 
techniques. She is excited to be working with the next generation of church organists! 
 
Application Process: 

• Submit the enclosed form to Dr. Mark Patterson, Director of Music  
• Attend an informal interview including the student, a parent, and the organ teacher  
• If approved, fill out necessary forms to complete Music Academy registration 

 
 



 
 
 

Application for the SPC Young Organist Program 
Please return the completed application to Dr. Mark Patterson, Director of Music, by email at 

PattersonSPC@gmail.com, in person, or by mail to 13621 W. Salisbury Rd. Midlothian, VA 23113 
 
 
Student’s Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name(s) if student is under 18_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Home address____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s email___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s cell phone______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s email____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s cell phone________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe your previous piano experience and any organ experience if applicable:  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why are you interested in studying organ?  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
□     I have read and understand the expectations of the SPC Organ Scholar (student)  
 


